54	MODERN TURKEY
and dirtiest work of the town. From generation to gen-
eration the Jews will cling to these callings without al-
lowing themselves to be tempted beyond them, or raising
themselves in the social scale by taking to agricultural or
other pursuits that might ensure them a comfortable
home and an honourable living/'
Sir Edwin Pears (2) wrote many years later: "There
are two distinct types of Jews in Turkey which
may be conveniently classed as Spanish, and German
or Polish. The first frequently show delicate features,
with light brown hair and occasionally with blue eyes.
The second have the heavy features with dark hair and
unusually large nose which we see in the race in Eng-
land. . . , Since the revolution of 1908, the Jews in Tur-
key have come very distinctly to the front, and now play
a very important part in the government of the country.
But even before that event, Jewish medical men, advo-
cates, and merchants, formed a valuable part of the
community.'}
Between the Jews and the Turks there have always
been, on the whole, good relations, partly because Chris-
tianity has not been involved. Jews, however, are usually
made to feel their political and social inferiority. Lady
Fanny Blunt (7) wrote: "The Jews in Turkey have from
all times shown a greater liking for their Moslem neigh-
bours than for the Christians. The Moslems • sneer at
them and treat them with disrespect as a nation, but are
far more tolerant and lenient towards them than towards
the Christians. The Jews, on their side, although at
heart feeling no disposition to respect their Mohammedan
masters, show great sympathy outwardly for them; and
in case of a dispute between Christians and Moham-
medans, unanimously espouse the cause of the latter.
The wealthy Israelites would render every assistance in
their power to remove the difficulties of the Government,
while those of humbler standing tender their service for

